www.leon.es
Green León

The “Húmedo”

Romantic Quarter

Modern León

The Saint James’ way

The historic lanes of the old
quarter, brimming with a wealth
of local colour, have ceded some
of their pre-eminence in favour
of other streets and monuments
which have brought renown to the
city. León constantly reinvents its
latticework of streets, creating new
landscapes which are a synonym
of prosperity, constructing a
colourful cloak woven with threads
of modernity.
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A blend of civilisation, artistic
style and historic destiny, the
León capital has devoted the
last few decades to producing an
enlightened combination of the
most charming urban legends
with architectural progress,
embodied in a collection of spaces
which integrate utility and beauty.

MODERN LEÓN:
CREATING LANDSCAPES

MODERN LEÓN
Creating landscapes
NOTES:
GUZMÁN
ROUNDABOUT:
LOCAL PRIDE

Introduction to the most
emblematic boulevard in the
city, the statue of the heroic
Guzman the Good, capable of
sacrificing his own son rather
than surrender the square to
the enemy, presides over this
site which reflects the indomitable spirit of the León people.
The work of Aniceto Marinas
and inaugurated in 1900 following some controversy, the
image of the knight Alfonso
Pérez de Guzmán shares
its quarters with a string of
unashamedly charming buildings. The mythic Guzman the
Good watches over them, his
haughty expression seeming to
vindicate local pride, challenging those who are disgruntled:
if you don’t like León, here’s
the train station.
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ORDOÑO II: A SHOWCASE OF WEALTH

Emblematic street of presentday León, the most sought
after properties are located
along this row of shops and
gathering places, where
renowned brand names and
commercial luxuries abound.
Its urban pre-eminence dates
back to the 19th century, when
it was a boulevard bordered by
elm trees, providing a direct
link between the labyrinthine historic quarter and the
splendid railway station, then
recently inaugurated. Today,
the road is flanked by superbly
constructed buildings, such
as the Luben house or the
Alfageme house, adding their
contribution to this showcase
of bustle and wealth.
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Located close to the Auditorium
and the MUSAC art gallery, the
León funeral home embodies
a convincing combination of
the new currents in architecture which are the emblem and
symbol of modern, urbane León.
The work of the creators Jordi
Badia and Josep Val, members
of the BAAS studio, the building
stands in perfect harmony with
its surroundings, contributing
an air of peace and tranquillity in keeping with its ultimate
purpose. Symbol of mourning
and respect, a ramp provides
access to the placid universe
within, where wood contributes
a sense of warmth and intimacy.
An additional aesthetic feature
is provided by the great sheet of
water which comprises the roof,
a further note of originality and
inventiveness which crowns this
display of urban luxury.

In the surroundings of Santo
Domingo Square, the heart
from which spring the main
arteries forming the early 20th
century expansion of León,
beats the pulse of an ancient
and experienced city which has
retained its vitality. Somewhat
dilapidated in the early days of
the 20th century, this square,
then known as the República or
Libertad Square, hosted popular
attractions, festive stalls selling
“churros” (fried lengths of sweet
dough) and other captivating
scenes from local life. But in the
sixties it underwent a radical
change of image with the installation of a luminous fountain
in the centre and other urban
accoutrements, including the
restored clock which marks the
passing hours, giving rise to a
scene of great aesthetic impact.

FUNERAL HOME:
SYMBOL OF MOURNING
AND RESPECT

SANTO DOMINGO
SQUARE: THE PULSE OF
THE CITY
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SAN MARCOS:
LACE FROM STONE

A building pervaded by history
and the ghosts of such illustrious figures as Francisco de
Quevedo, who lived within its
walls for a good while, the San
Marcos hotel is a milestone in
Plateresque architecture with its
dazzling ornamental work, especially striking in the Renaissance
style façade which extends for
hundreds of metres. San Marcos
came in to being in the 12th century as a hospital and hostel for
pilgrims on the Saint James’ Way,
and was later the headquarters
of the Order of Santiago. During
the Spanish Civil War, it was
used as a jail for Republican
prisoners, a sad destiny which
changed completely when this
unique building was rehabilitated to become the exclusive and
elegant State-run hotel.
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THE AUDITORIUM:
THE WELLSPRING
OF INSPIRATION

Emerging from the wellspring of
inspiration, this prize-winning
work of the architects Emilio
Tuñón and Luis Mansilla signalled the city’s entry into the
technological age of the 21st
century, with its light-hearted
and audacious demeanour. Inaugurated in 2002, the building
has capacity for 1,200 people,
who can enjoy both theatrical
and musical productions, as
well as being a conference and
exhibition centre. The Auditorium of León building, with
its cubist façade punctured by
picture windows, is covered by
a skin of concrete, steel and
wood, much wood, with not a
single brick visible, reflecting a
project coherent with the passage of time.
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JUNTA DE CASTILLA
Y LEÓN, AN AVANTGARDE TOUCH

Seal of excellence within the
urban knot that is the new
neighbourhood of Eras de
Renueva, which has rejuvenated the city, this building, housing the offices and departments
of the Castile and León Regional
Government, is an administrative centre of great originality.
Cities too mature, and revamp
their architectural models, as
demonstrated by the brilliant
and opulent theatrical design
of this truly luxurious political
stage. A white giant with a
simultaneously functional and
avant-garde touch, the building
forms part of the new wave in
town planning.
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MUSAC:
AN APPOINTMENT
WITH THE SENSES

A cultural platform teeming with visitors, educational
modernity and challenges, the
Contemporary Art Museum of
Castile and León is the work of
both Luis Mansilla and Emilio
Tuñón, whose design won
the prestigious Mies van der
Rohe prize in 2007 for the best
architecture in Europe. The
MUSAC was inaugurated on
the 1st of April in 2005 with the
mission of becoming one of the
best centres of alternative art
in this country, programming
all kinds of exhibitions related
to cinema, music and performance art. Despite presenting
the most cosmopolitan façade
in the city, its striking exterior is
a reference to one of the most
important landmarks of León:
the stained glass windows of
the Cathedral.
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EREN: DARING AND
UNINHIBITED

Comprising the highlight of the
intelligent town planning embodied in Eras de Renueva, the
Regional Energy Organisation
(EREN) presents a daring, uninhibited mien. Designed in the
studio of the architects Belén
Martín-Granizo and Daniel
Díaz Font, the building sports a
futuristic and ecological image,
planned to save energy thanks
to its bioclimatic structure.
The south-facing glazed façade
capitalises on the golden rays
of the sun, whilst the compact
northern façade retains this
clean, natural energy. According to the figures, the results
are conclusive: a 40% saving in
electricity.
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